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Risk factors

 Increased number of older patients

 The therapeutic advances in the 

medical profession

 The growing trend toward longer 

dental appointment

 The increasing use and administration 

of drug in dentistry  
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Common medical emergencies in 

dental office
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Emergencies 

at the 

university of 

southern 

California 

school of 

dentistry 
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Changes 

in 

geriatric 

patient
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Cont’d
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Dental drug interactions
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Cont’d
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Cont’d
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Cont’d
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Anxiety  

questionnaire
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Clinical signs of moderate 

anxiety
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ASA physical status classification 

system

 ASA I: A normal, healthy patient without systemic disease

 ASA II: A patient with mild systemic disease

 ASA III: A patient with severe systemic disease that limits activity but 
is not incapacitating 

 ASA IV: A patient with incapacitating systemic disease that is a 
constant threat to life

 ASA V: A morbid patient not expected to survive 24hour with or 
without an operation

 ASA E: emergency operation of any variety, with E preceding the 
number to indicate the patient’s physical status (e.g.:ASA E-III) 
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Dental referral letter


